Sex offences have great impact on their victims, as well as producing considerable public alarm, as periodically reflected in the mass media. In Spain, 5% of the total prison population are sex offenders, some of whom serve lengthy prison sentences, eventually being allowed to leave prison or move to an open regime. In such circumstances, it is important to make predictions about risk of recidivism as appropriately and accurately as possible. In this context there is a need for scientific research with Spanish samples in order to identify the most relevant risk factors. The principal aim of the case study presented here was to identify and describe the main personal and criminal career features of sexual offenders, as well as the how these are linked to risk of future recidivism. To this end, we assessed a large sample of sex offenders who had served prison sentences in Brians prison in Barcelona (Spain). Noteworthy results emerging from the assessment of the sample of sex offenders were excessive alcohol and drug use, criminal careers averaging over six years, and global recidivism, including both sexual and non-sexual offences, of 32.2%.
Looking beyond these average values, significant differences emerged between recidivists and nonrecidivists both in demographic variables (age at prison release, employment record and partner stability record) and criminal career variables (age at first recorded offence, number of convicted crimes, alcohol and drug use, type of victim, etc.). This study highlights the potential capacity of some of these variables for predicting future criminal behaviour. This study examined the relationship between recidivism and ratings of response to specialized cognitive behavioral treatment conducted in a prison setting among 418 sex offenders released to the community for an average follow-up period of over 5 years. As well as testing for a main effect for treatment ratings, the potential role of psychopathy assessed using the Psychopathy Checklist--Revised (PCL-R) as a moderator of response to treatment was investigated. Ratings of response to treatment failed to predict either serious (violent including sexual) or sexual recidivism. For the more inclusive outcome of serious recidivism, there was no significant interaction between psychopathy and treatment ratings; however, the ubiquitous effect of psychopathy on recidivism was found to be significant. For sexual recidivism, psychopathy was not significant as a main effect, but a significant interaction between psychopathy and treatment ratings was found. Among sex offenders with PCL-R scores of 25 or higher, those with ratings reflecting a more negative response to treatment recidivated sexually at a faster rate than others. This interaction effect was not significant when treatment noncompleters were removed from the data set. The results were discussed in terms of the methodology involved in the assessment of response to treatment among sex offenders. sexual offenders against children seen by the Probation Service. Factor analysis was used to reduce the SOAP to three reliable factors: emotional distress, cognitions supporting sex with children, and concern for others. These factors correlated respectively with higher Neuroticism and lower Extroversion; greater obsessive-compulsiveness on the MOCI, and trait Agreeableness, irrespective of whether or not one corrected for socially desirable responding. When partial correlation controlled for the influence of Neuroticism on the correlation between cognitions supporting sex with children and the MOCI, there was no change in the association between these variables. These results show that negative affect and obsessional tendencies are important underlying influences on the feelings and behavior of sexual offenders, that the obsessionality of the group is not attributable to Neuroticism, and suggest useful additional foci to enhance the treatment of this diverse clinical group. Describes the experiences in modifying and implementing a special program to accommodate the needs of Hispanic and primarily Spanish-speaking sex offenders. Beyond the problems posed by differences in language, there are transcultural factors that may impact on the evaluation and engagement of this patient population when they are also largely psychologically unsophisticated and of a low socioeconomic status (SES). Reticence to discuss sexuality in a group setting, the relationship between therapists and patients as determined by rules of social etiquette, and the reluctance to criticize other members in the group were prominent features attributed to religious and cultural factors. The necessity of being sensitive to these subtle nuances in order to provide adequate treatment is emphasized. Assessment and treatment protocols are described, and the cases of 2 male sex offenders (aged 39 and 43 psychometric assessment of personality traits, sex offenders, literature review Reviews research utilizing psychometric instruments to assess personality characteristics of sex offenders.
It is argued that a methodological shortcoming of the existing research is the frequent use of the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI), which was originally developed as a measure of types of psychopathology and has not been validated as a personality test. Also, studies using tests other than the MMPI have seldom controlled for institutionalization and impression management, and little attention has been paid to criminal history. In the case of child molesting, there has been a failure to specify and/or control for age and sex of victim and degree of force used. Available results suggest that men who engage in rape and child molesting are guilt-ridden individuals who inhibit aggression. 
